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SAFETY AND SECURITY 

 
Pedestrian and Bicyclist Incidents in Rohnert Park 

 

Two pedestrians were struck by SMART trains in a two-day period at the Golf Course Drive at-grade 

crossing in Rohnert Park, and our hearts go out to the families and to everyone involved, including 

our engineers and conductors.  

On June 27, at 7:48 a.m., a woman went under the crossing gate arms, and was struck by a train. The 

train engineer reported seeing the woman go under the gate arms, on the north side of Golf Course 

Drive into the path of the train. The engineer sounded the horn and activated the emergency brake. 

The woman made no attempt to turn around or get out of the way. Rohnert Park Police believe the 

woman was among a group of homeless campers on Redwood Drive, and she had been warned in 

the past by SMART code compliance officers to stay away from the railroad tracks. All warning 

devices, including the crossing gates, flashing red lights, bells and train horn were working properly. 

On June 28 at 6:39 a.m. a bicyclist that was traveling west on the south sidewalk was struck by a 

southbound train. The train engineer reported the man was riding with his head down, with a hood 

over his head and what appeared to be headphones on.  When the man reached the edge of the 

tracks, he tried to dismount his bicycle and was struck by the train.  The train engineer saw the cyclist 

entering the intersection and immediately began sounding the horn.  All warning devices, including 

the crossing gates, flashing red lights, bells and train horn were working properly. 

After any safety-related incident, SMART sends a team to the site to conduct a thorough 

investigation, including our members of our Public Safety, Engineering, Signaling, and Operations, 

teams. We also invite members of the local jurisdictions, including law enforcement and city officials. 

Lƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ {a!w¢Ωǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΦ The red flashing lights, 

bells and gate arms were activated, and there are stencils on the sidewalk warning people to pay 

attention, and watch for trains.  

 

As part of its investigation, SMART always looks for any additional safety enhancements that will 

prompt people to pay attention to the warning devices.  In late 2018, after a person wearing noise-

canceling headphones walked into a path of a train, SMART did a thorough review of all 62 crossings, 

to see what additional enhancements could be added.  Those finding were presented in SMART 

Board meetings, and SMART installed sidewalk stencils, designed to get people to look up and pay 

attention to warning devices. The SMART Board also cleared the way in May of 2019 for the addition 

of a total of 30 pedestrian Z-gates, which are physical barriers designed to block the path of cyclists 

and pedestrians, and prompt them to pay attention to warning signals. The installation of the first 

17 of those gates, including Rohnert Park, is expected to be complete in the next several weeks, and 

the remaining 13 will follow. 

 

²Ŝ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΣ ƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ Ǉŀȅ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ 

warning devices, follow all safety laws, and to please be aware near all tracks and trains.  
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SMART hosted the North Bay Hub Critical Transportation Table Top. Attendees included: 

¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ό¢{!ύΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ 

Services(CalOES), Bay Area Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and 

Transportation District (GGBHT) Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) County of Marin, 

County of Napa, County of Solano, County of Sonoma, City of Petaluma, City of San Rafael, City of 

Santa Rosa, City of Sausalito, Central Marin Police Authority(CMPA), Fairfield and Suisun Transit 

(FAST) Marin County Office of Education (MCOE) Marin Transit Napa Valley Transit Authority (NVTA) 

Solano Transportation Authority (STA) California Resiliency Alliance Kaiser Permanente and  Rebuild 

North Bay Foundation. 

The table top exercised earthquake scenarios across the North Bay. 
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Ongoing issues with trespassers/homeless setting up camp along the pathway in Santa Rosa near 9th 

Street. One of the females in this group urinated on the Central Instrument Location (Signal House) 

with complete disregard to any public in the area. 

 

 
Trespasser along the tracks in Fulton area. Refused to listen to Code Compliance. 
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Two homeless individuals slept up against a Central Instrument Location (Signal House) in Santa 

Rosa. They were moved along without incident 

 

 
This man and his dog were contacted sleeping on the Petaluma platform. They were moved along 

without incident.   
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¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ wƻƘƴŜǊǘ tŀǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŎŀƳǇ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ {a!w¢Ωǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
attracting homeless to travel along the tracks to get to the camp. The below trespasser was using 
the tracks as a pathway to their camp.  
 

 
 

Approximately 500 yards south of the Santa Rosa North Station, code compliance noticed a 
trespasser walking down the tracks. Train #4 was forced to reduce their speed to almost full stop for 
the trespasser safety, subject displayed a reckless behavior while the train was traveling close to him. 
When code compliance tried to deal with the subject, he was confrontational and appeared to be 
under the influence of some sort of narcotics or alcohol. Santa Rosa Police arrived and arrested the 
suspect. 

 
A trespasser was running down the tracks in the San Marin area for an unknown reason. Novato 
Police responded to the area, located the trespasser and cited him for trespassing.  


